An attempt to induce formation of antibodies against endogenous retrovirus BP 6 in syngenic rats.
An attempt was made to induce production of antibodies against C-type endogenous rat retrovirus BP 6. Syngenic Lewis rats were immunized with viable tumor cells, induced with benzo(a)pyrene, continuously producing BP 6 virus. By use of immunoblotting technique, neither short- nor long-term immunization did cause formation of any detectable amounts of antibody against structural proteins of the virus. On the other hand, in immunoblotting, antibodies arised in rats immunized with purified mouse leukemia virus have been found to cross-react with endogenous rat retrovirus.